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Today’s Topics

Ø What is CalSCHLS data?
Ø How do we collect CalSCHLS data?
Ø How do we use CalSCHLS data?
Ø 90 Second Survey
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What is CalSCHLS data? 
Ø The California School Climate, Health, and Learning Survey 

System 
• The California Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS)

• The California School Staff Survey (CSSS)

• The California School Parent Survey (CSPS)

Ø Survey Content

Ø Survey length and completion time

Ø Survey changes from 2018 to 2020 



4 https://calschls.org/resources/

Survey Content

https://calschls.org/resources/


5 https://calschls.org/docs/timespent_1718survey_selectmodules_rev082719.pdf

Survey Length and Completion Time

https://calschls.org/docs/timespent_1718survey_selectmodules_rev082719.pdf
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Survey Changes
2019-2020

CHKS Core
Additions
• exposure to second-hand smoke or vapor at school (Secondary)
• vape quitting attempts (Secondary)
• knowledge of school policies banning tobacco use and vaping 

(Secondary)
Removals
• Dropped Migrant Education item (Secondary)
• Replaced one substance use question with two substance use 

questions so that opioid use and tranquilizer use can be tracked 
separately (High School)
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Survey Changes
2019-2020

CHKS Core
Modifications
• Moved gender identity, sexual orientation, and students’ military-

connected status items to the demographic portion of the survey 
(Secondary)

• Added a description of Vape Products to the survey and simplified all 
questions asking about electronic cigarettes to just ask about “vaping” 
(Secondary)

• Simplified question asking about electronic cigarettes to just ask about 
“vaping” (Elementary)

• Modified question about harassment due to gay/lesbian status to also 
include bisexual status (Secondary)
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Survey Changes
2018-2019
CHKS Core
Additions
• Sleep duration question (Elementary and Secondary)
• Mental health question (Elementary)
• Suicide ideation (Middle School)
• Mental health question (Elementary)
• Suicide ideation (Middle School)
• School facilities upkeep question (Elementary)
Modifications
• Added "Juul" as an example on the e-cigarette use items (Secondary)
• Changed wording on two e-cigarette questions about perceived harm from 

use (Secondary)



9

Survey Changes
2019-2020

CSSS
Additions 
• staff awareness of school policies banning tobacco use and vaping on school property
• how much of a problem student vaping is at school
• how consistently the school enforces policies banning tobacco use/vaping on school property 

(only for staff with responsibilities for services related to health, prevention, discipline, 
counseling, and/or safety)

Removals
• Dropped “Adults work hard to ensure a safe and supportive learning environment” because 

psychometric analyses indicated that this item does not contribute to any of the scales

Modifications
• Modified item about tobacco use prevention instruction to also include vaping prevention 

instruction
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Survey Changes
2019-2020

CSPS
Removals
• Dropped item asking about how the parent is related to the child 

(biological, step, etc.)
Modifications
• Added text to make it more clear that items pertain to respondents’ 

oldest child in the school
• Modified item 1 to identify foster parents
• Added Pre-/Transitional Kindergarten as an option to students’ grade
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Can we trust the data?

Adapted from: https://vimeo.com/76143086

https://vimeo.com/76143086
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How do we collect CalSCHLS data? 
Ø Registration

• Task 1: Email your CalSCHLS Technical Advisor
• Task 2: Complete the Memorandum of Understanding
• Task 3: Obtain Parental Consent
• Task 4: Complete the Registration Document

Ø Coordination
• Task 5: Download Instructions and Assurance of Confidentiality Forms
• Task 6: Train Site Administrators and/or Coordinators
• Task 7: Follow Up with Site Coordinators

Ø Administration
• Task 8: Facilitate And Monitor Survey Completion
• Task 9: Return Completed Survey Instruments
• Task 10: Review Survey Results With Stakeholders



CalSCHLS

Registration
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https://wested.box.com/v/FormsForClientDownload

https://wested.box.com/v/FormsForClientDownload


Task 1: Email your CalSCHLS Technical Advisor

Region 1: Crystal Britten cbritten@duerrevaluation.com

Region 2: Ben Trigg btrigg@wested.org

Region 3: Amanda Badorek abadorek@wested.org

Unsure: calschls@wested.org
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mailto:cbritten@duerrevaluation.com
mailto:btrigg@wested.org
mailto:abadorek@wested.org
mailto:calschls@wested.org


Task 2: Complete the Memorandum of Understanding
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Ø Does not require Superintendent signature unless
• Your district or board requires it

Ø Does not obligate you to conduct survey
• Allows you to start the planning process

Ø Does not obligate you to pay costs 
• Unless you order and receive services/products
• If your COE (or other) is covering costs



Task 3: Obtain Parental Consent

ØDownload the Modifiable Parental Consent Forms 
https://calschls.org/survey-administration/parental-consent/
• Passive consent (7-12)  

• Students take survey unless they return opt-out note
• No note = yes consent 

• Active consent (3-6) 
• Students must return a signed opt-in permission form
• No form = no consent

ØInclude in Registration/Enrollment Packets

ØPost Survey on websites and/or in offices
16

https://calschls.org/survey-administration/parental-consent/


Task 4: Complete the Registration Document
Registration Tab: Page 1
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Registration Tab: Page 2
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Enrollment Tab: Part 1

83

72

144

288 266
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Enrollment Tab: Part 2

83

72

144

288 266

1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1
1 1 11



CalSCHLS

Coordination
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https://calschls.org/survey-administration/instructions/

https://calschls.org/survey-administration/instructions/


Task 5: Download Instructions & Assurance of Confidentiality
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https://wested.box.com/v/FormsForClientDownload

Administration 
Instructions

• Administrator/Coordinator 
Support

• Selecting Classrooms
• Notifying Teachers
• Monitoring Parental Consent
• Collecting Assurance of 

Confidentiality
• Training Classroom 

Teachers/Proctors

https://wested.box.com/v/FormsForClientDownload


Task 6: Train Site Administrators and/or Coordinators 

ØEncourage Survey Participation
• https://calschls.org/survey-administration/preparation/#step_10

ØDistribute Administration Instructions
• Review tracking parental consent
• Review materials to distribute
• Review assurance of confidentiality 
• Review survey logistics

Ø Provide site coordinators with all necessary information 
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https://calschls.org/survey-administration/preparation/
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Encourage Survey Participation

• Build enthusiasm for the survey
• Letter of support from board, superintendent, principal
• Share importance for well-being, climate, and requirements

• Boost awareness, support, and participation
• Newsletters, meetings, phone voice/text messages
• Frequent reminders

• Encourage staff survey completion
• Raffles, thank you, share the data

• Encourage parent participation
• Free entrance to school events, thank you, share the data
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Tracking Parental Consent

Active
• At class level
• Provide class roster
• Attach returned permission 

slips to roster
• Mark roster Yes or No
• Only students marked Yes 

should participate
• Provide non-participating 

students alternative activity

Passive
• At school level/central office
• Collect written parental 

refusal 
• Notify administering teachers 

who should not participate 
• Provide non-participating 

students alternative activity
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Materials to Distribute

District Coordinators will 
receive: 
• Email with all schools and 

unique URLs
• Check URLs

• Letter for each school with 
unique URL 
• Send letter to Site Coordinators

• For Paper Administration
• Scantrons
• Transmittal Envelopes
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Assurance of Confidentiality

District/Site Coordinators
• Distribute Assurance of 

Confidentiality
• Collect signed forms
• Keep signed forms 

according to district/school 
policy
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Survey Logistics

• Administration schedule
• Day and time of the survey 
• Classes to be surveyed

• Procedures for administration
• How to present survey to students
• Importance of reading the Introductory Script

• Room setup and privacy
• Arrangements for students not taking the survey 
• Arrangements for students who need support



Task 7: Follow Up with Site Coordinators

ØThree weeks prior confirm:
• Survey Logistics

ØThree days prior confirm:
• 70% student participation rate or whether to 

postpone
• Assurances of Confidentiality signed and 

collected
• Materials distributed
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CalSCHLS

Administration
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https://calschls.org/survey-administration/instructions/

https://calschls.org/survey-administration/instructions/


Task 8: Facilitate And Monitor Survey Completion
District Coordinator
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District Coordinator
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Site Coordinators

üCollect signed confidentiality assurances

üMake sure a teacher/counselor or health/prevention 
specialist is available to answer student questions 
and that teachers know who that person is

üDistribute materials:
§ Pass out the unique school URL for students
§ Pass out the unique school URL for staff
§ Distribute unique school URL and/or pass out paper parent 

surveys for K-12 families 

33



Teachers/Proctors

ü Help students log in, if necessary
ü Read the survey script from Administration 

Instructions
ü Confirm students understand survey is not a test

ü Be available for questions
§ Do watch for confusion
§ Don’t walk around the classroom
§ Do read items, if necessary
§ Don’t explain what substances are

34
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Task 9: Return Completed Survey Instruments

ØFor Online Surveys: 
• Email CalSCHLS Technical Advisor administration is complete

ØFor Paper Surveys: 
• Return all district materials at one time 

ü Send to your CalSCHLS Regional Center 
ü Use a trackable shipping method
ü Place student answer sheets in Transmittal Envelopes
ü Sort parent survey booklets by site and language 

§ Remove site cover sheets from parent surveys
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Task 10: Review Survey Results With Stakeholders

Ø Share the data with stakeholders: 
• Students, Staff, Parents, Community Members

Ø Engage them in:
• Reviewing the results 
• Determining needs
• Developing plans for meeting those needs

Ø To ensure they: 
• Have an active say in the school/district
• Are invested in the next survey administration
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How do we use our CalSCHLS data?

Ø Disaggregated Data
Ø Password Protected Private Data Dashboard
Ø Trend Data
Ø School Comparisons
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Disaggregated Data
https://calschls.org/reports-data/data-dashboards/
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https://calschls.org/reports-data/data-dashboards/
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Password Protected Private Data Dashboard
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Trend Data
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School Comparisons
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School Comparisons by Race/Ethnicity



Questions?

Leslie Poynor
Email: lpoynor@wested.org
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